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Dear Friends and Sponsors,  

Here is a newsletter from the Nagajuna Trust and Nagajuna School in Nepal.  

This last 18 months have been as busy as ever. We’ve had our first pupil form Nagajuna go to University in India to 

study Pharmacy. He is joined by other students who are studying high school or pre- University. Through the kind 

sponsorship of a very generous gentleman, these kids will be able to complete an advanced education, all have the 

ambition to repay the kindness shown by yourselves by ultimately supporting the next generation of Nagajuna kids. 

A year on from the Nepal Earthquakes, infrastructure is slowly being repaired but there are still thousands of people 

homeless as government corruption and bureaucracy continue to prevent international donations being spent. 

Thankfully, we have repaired all the damage to the school and have taken in 20 children orphaned by the quakes.   

My visit to Nepal in April, served to remind me why I started to support Yeshi in his vision, now over 15 years ago. 

The infectious joy and happiness of the children who live at Nagajuna is testament to your kindness and support that 

has helped us move from 10 kids in a rented room to 120 + in their own home and building. The easy sharing of the 

sweets and small games that I bought might be quite a contrast to many Western playgrounds. There is a simplicity 

in their desires; to help others, to be warm, fed and educated that give one faith that the world is actually a good 

place. 

This newsletter covers the period from the earthquakes to recent times. I hope you enjoy reading it. As ever, if you 

have any questions or suggestions, or even a desire to visit please let us know. 

The Trustees of the Nagajuna Trust would like to wish you all a Joyful and Peaceful Christmas and Happy 2017. 

 

Rebecca Seddon 

Chairperson 

(07855250769) 
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News From Nepal 

April-May 2015 

Earthquake updates 
Finally, the earthquake tremors look like they over.  Aftershocks have declined to the extent that significant events 
have abated.   Normality has resumed: the children are again comfortable and sleeping in the first floor dormitories.  
In the months immediately after the earthquakes, the children and staff camped in the fields outside the school 
buildings, as the ground kept shaking leading to safety fears.  The aftershocks unsettled the children, scaring the 
littlest the most.   
A consequence of the damage to homes and familes we been the welcoming to the school children orphaned by the 
quakes. 
 
There has been much damage of Kathamandu city and the Ghorka Valley.   The school has been sad to hear of the 
stories and accounts of people who are now homeless and have lost their family. 

 

Special Prayer for Sponsors and Trustees 
Mr Yeshi invited the monks of Jangchup Choeling monastery to make a grand puja (prayer) for all the Sponsors and 
Trustees who are supporting the school.   Ten monks came to the school to perform the grand puja. 

 
Open Chess Game 
After the first term exam, an open chess competition was held by the school.  All students participated, with Ms 
Karsang Metok placed 1st and Karma Wangyal runner-up.  Mr Jonathan, Mr Karma and Mr Topgyal were the 
adjudicators of the game. 
 

June 

Annual Cultural Show  
To honour the occasion of H.H. The Dalai Lama's 80th birthday, Nagajuna School held celebrations to mark the life 
and accomplishments of the spiritual leader.  On June 21st a birthday celebration ceremony was held, with the 
Nagajuna school attending the Tashi Palkhiel Tibetan Resettlement Camp to perform a cultural show. 
 

July 

Soccer tournament 
This year the tournament was between the school’s Blue and Red houses .  It was a very fascinating match as both 
teams were equally prepared and played really well.  However, there must be one winner, and victor was the team 
representing the Red House.  Perhaps the notable part of the soccer tournament  was a match between the students 
and staff.  To everyone’s surprise, the student team won!  The man of the match was awarded to Anil Nepali. 

http://www.thenagajunatrust.org/
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August 

Inter House Quiz Copmitition  
On Wednesday the 10th August, the School Inter House Quiz Competition was held.  The school welcomed two 
guests: Mr Tenzin Woser, Headmaster of Mount Kailash School; and Mr Kalsang, Headmaster of SOS primary school.  
The guests of honour acted as the quiz adjudicators.   The final result saw the Blue House win by 20 points, with the 
Red House finishing on 75 points to the Blue House total of 95. 
 

September-November 

Second term   
The second term began in September, with the children quick to resume their studies.  Final exams were soon 
approaching and the children started working very hard,  deliberately trying their best to remain on the top of their 
studies.  It was pleasing to see such dedication to their exam and study preparation. 
 

Having seen the earthquake scare come to somewhat of a close, the country was next rocked by a political crisis.  
Fuel and food became scarce, stock levels either low or simply not available.  The school was forced to declare a one 
month emergency holiday .  Food expenses doubled, and the school was compelled to use firewood to cook with.  
Even firewood levels and availability was of concern .  

 

December 

 
In December, one the school sponsors: Angela visited the school.   Angela’s gifts were greatfully received.  The solar 
hot shower which was destroyed during the earthquake was repaired through her funds, and the stallation of railings 
to the second floor of the school building.   Alongside these funds, Angela also bought school uniforms , shoes , socks 
and stationery items and many other smaller items for the children.  The children were immensely happy to receive 
the kindly given gifts.   
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2016 

April 

Rebecca, Chris, David and Jenny visited the school as special guests. Everyone 
was delighted to see them once again. There were dancing shows, awards and 
prayers. The children were particularly pleased with the return of the balloons 
that proved such as big hit during their last visit.  
 
David’s binoculars were in great demand, especially on the over night 
mountain trek to Australia camp which a bus-ful of kids were able to join them 
on. 
 
Dr Chris took some science classes with the older children who were studying 
further maths. They said they felt very lucky to have a Doctor of Physics to 
help them with some very sticky maths problems. 
 
Jenny started a singing group, sharing UK pop songs with some of the 
teenaged girls. Her conclusion is that the Nepali pop sounded very similar, 
completely unitelligeable to the over 25s ! 
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May 

Under the chairmanship of Mr. Yeshi, the school held its first school meeting for the year 2016-17 on the 7th of May 

2016.  The meeting brought a lot of positive as well as new changes to the school.  These include:- 

1) Conducting of various activities to enhance the student learning environment; 

2) Planned visits to some of the historical and ancient places of Nepal; 

3) Conducting of monthly tests to better ensure children adequately prepare for formal examinations.  

 

Also discussed was the appointment of two new teachers.  Namely, Ms. Gita 

Dahal and Mrs Kabita RanaBhat (see photos); both of whom have teaching 

experience of over 6 years and both hold the clearance certificate required for the 

posts, as set by the Ministry of Education and District Education Office.  They 

were appointed after the resignation of two serving teachers: Mr. Karma T. 

Choephel and Mrs Sabita Gurung, who are leaving for personal reasons. 

 

June-August 

On the 8th of June the school held a Spelling Contest.  Spelling papers were distributed to the children, with the 

contest overseen and decided by the managing teacher.  The children performed well as the competition papers 

were very tough.  A tie resulted with a tie-breaker required to determine the final placings.   

 

The winners were:- (1) for the junior section, Sonam Lhamu (Blue) and Rinchen Palki (Red); and (2) for the senior 

students, Phurbu Dolma (Red) and Tenzin Topgyal (Blue).  The school houses shown in parenthesis.  

 

http://www.thenagajunatrust.org/
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 On the 8th of July the school conducted a Quiz Competition.  There were two 

houses competing for it:  the school’s Red House and Blue House.  The winners 

were announced two days later in assembly and the winners were presented 

with an award.  The winners were:-  (1) Dickey Gurung (Red) and Muskan 

Gurung (Red)  from the Junior children; and (2) Pushpa Tamang (Blue) and 

Ram Tamang (Red) from the senior students  

 

 

A friendly soccer match between SOS Primary and the 

Nagajuna School was organised and held at Nagajuna School. 

The Nagajuna students weren’t able to achieve a victory; the 

final score in favour of SOS Primary, 4-2.  The students are 

now preparing for another friendly against Mount Kailash, 

and a girl’s match with SOS Primary.  

 

 

In Nepal, this special day is 

also known as Guru Purnima 

and is celebrated on the full 

moon day of Ashadh.  This 

year Guru Purnima fell on 

the 9th of July.  Our 

students helped celebrate 

the day with shared dances 

and activities.  It was very 

special and greatly enjoyed by all.   

 

Mr. Yeshi thanked the school teachers for their hard work and praised and thanked the children for conducting such 

a great event.  The students gave a small gift to all the teachers, performing cultural dances and organized many 

games for their teachers to participate in.  

 

http://www.thenagajunatrust.org/
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After a term that included many activities and the events, the first term exam came as a bit of shock to the students. 

However, after some determined and busy study the children began their examination on the 29th of July under the 

strict observation of Mr. Yeshi.  The published exam results were a great result, the students and school achieving a 

very high proportion of the sitting candidates achieving a pass result: 97% of the students achieved the pass grade. 

  

(1) left: photo of students 

(alongside Mr Yeshi) who are 

will be sitting the School 

Leaving Certificate 

Examination this year  

     
(2) right: photo of students for 
the Level 7 examinations this 
year (centre, Mr Yeshi)  

           
                 

September-October 

 
On the 14th of September, it was a day to celebrate for 
and by the children here in school.  The kids dressed in 
their own day clothes (mufti), not their school uniforms, 
as part of the event.  Snacks, lunch, and tea were 
sponsored by all the school staff.  The teachers performed 
dances and sang some wonderful song for the kids.  Many 
indoor and outdoor games were organized for the 
children.  Mr. Yeshi gave an inspirational speech, and 
motivated the children to never forget the contributions 
and friendship of others, underlining the school 
appreciation and gratitude for its  sponsors’ support.  The 
School Prefect Tsering Lhamu thanked the school and the 
teachers for such a lovely day and promised to reflect and 
enact on Mr. Yeshi’s words.  
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Review of 2016 

 “WHERE THERE IS A WILL THERE IS A WAY” a famous proverb, it has 
proved true for the Nagajuna fellowship this year: many new ventures and 
good news for our school and students.  The school has made a number of 
improvements and shared some happy moments, especially the sending of 
a number of its students to new educational homes, where their academic 
endeavours can be furthered and their names reflect the good work done 
here at the Nagajuna School. 
 
 

 

The school was proudly able, through the support of a valuable and 
precious sponsor to send some of its students to India to pursue 
their higher education.  One, a top Nagajuna scholar, is to pursue 
study in Pharmacy, and expresses his gratitude to the school and our 
sponsors for the chance and support to further his study.  Some 
students are now in Pre-University study, and others have begun 
their Higher Studies.   All are indebted and truly thankful for the 
support afforded by all our sponsors and the school. 
 
The school was also able to bring to the school and help educate more new 
kids from earthquake hit regions.  All of them have lost members of their 
families in the earthquake.  Mr. Yeshi wished to bring more children to the 
school, but due to a restricted number of beds and a limited budget he is 
planning to bring further earthquake affected children to the school next 
year.  The photo is of a rescued child (and remaining family) from a home 
flooded as a result of earthquake activity. 
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Kids Voice 
 

Happy New Year   
What can be said in New Year rhymes, 
That’s not been said a thousand times? 
The new years come, the old years go, 
We know we dream, we dream we know. 
We rise up laughing with the light, 
We lie down weeping with the night. 
We hug the world until it stings, 
We curse it then and sigh for wings. 
We live, we love, we woo, we wed, 
We wreathe our prides, we sheet our dead. 
We laugh, we weep, we hope, we fear, 
And that’s the burden of a year.     

Prepared by Pemba Dolma Grade 7 
 

New year wishes 
I wish you all well for the year 2016 
12 months without desease. 
52 weeks without stress. 
365 days  of Happiness. 
8760 hours all compassinate. 
525,600 peace minute 
31.536 million seconds love 

wishing you very Happy new year. 
Prepared by Kalsang Grade 7 
 

Dalai Lama’s quote  
Happiness is not something ready made.  
It comes from your own actions. 
 
There is no need for temples,  
no need for complicated philosophies.  
My brain and my heart are my temples;  
my philosophy is kindness. 

 
If  you want others to be happy, practice compassion.  
If  you want to be happy, practice compassion. 

                                                              Dalai Lama 
Prepared by Sonam Maya Grade 7 

http://www.thenagajunatrust.org/
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/d/dalai_lama.html

